
decay
rotted or decomposed

fresh water
a natural resource, water 
without bacteria, salt, etc.

gas
one of the states of 

matter
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humus
organic materials 
broken down and 
combined with soil

lake 
a body of fresh water, can 
vary in size, has shoreline 

all around the lake

liquid
one of the states of 
matter, can pour; 
water, milk, soda
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ocean
a large body of salt 

water that covers 70% 
of the Earth’s surface

pond
a body of standing water, 

usually shallow; can be 
man-made or natural

stream
a body of water with a 

current, that is narrow and 
surrounded by banks (land)
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river
larger than a stream, body 
of water with a current; 

usually runs into an ocean 
or lake

saltwater
water with salt in it, all 

oceans are filled with salt 
water

soil
a mixture of organic 

matter, gasses, liquids, 
and organisms that can 

support plant life
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